1RKOUTJSK.

is leased to the workers at 300 roubles1 per annum.
On the other hand,- the royalty is high, and the cost
of labour enormous. The commonest miner earns
his 1800 to 2000 roubles during the season, which
lasts from April to the middle or end of Octo-
ber, according to the severity or mildness of the
weather.

But the outlay is well worth it. Two mine-
owners round Krasnoiarsk made, in less than ten
years, over two million pounds sterling, and -there
is now in Irkoutsk a M. Trapeznikoff who is worth
his four millions at the very least. The latter, a
bachelor under fifty years of age, hardly ever leaves
his palace at Irkoutsk, except for a few weeks in
the summer to visit the mines. He is, unlike the
majority of his confreres9 an educated man and a
gentleman. Here is a chance for mothers with
. marriageable daughters. The journey to Irkoutsk
will be easily made in another year or so by railway
from Tomsk.

It seems a pity that millions of money should be
thrown away on such savages. Though there is
plenty of spcrt in the immediate neighbourhood,
good deer and bear shooting, and. excellent salmon
fishing in the Angara, they never dream of taking
out a gun or rod. The millionaires of Irkoutsk
have, with few exceptions, but little idea of real
comfort. You call upon one of these Siberian Van-
derbilts at 11 a.m., and ho will produce champagne,
and be offended if you refuse to drink with him.

1 Tho word " Rouble " is derived from the Russian word Baitpit
" to cut," so called because .up to four hundred yeaiS' ago the
Russians used bar silver as coinage.